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XO HO, the Chineſe Philoſopher in Lonpox, 


„ To which is | 
A LETTER. from Pai.o-Barrox to LIEN-Cxt. 
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OU that ſtileſt thyſelf Xo Ho, Chineſe Philo- 
ſopher, now reſident in the grand Metropolis of 
WS £-:0/and, we hereby aſſure thee, that we are ut- - 
r terly unacquainted with Thee and thy Philoſophy. 

In which of our Schools waſt thou diſciplined? What 
Badges of Dignity ; what Scals canſt thou produce of thy 
Eminence in Chineſe Literature? Amaz'd are we exceeding- 
ly, that, ſtrange as thou art to us, thou ſhouldſt weary 
thyſelf in vain, in ſending us ſo numerous and elaborate 


Epiſtles, when we gave thee no. Shadow of Encourage- 


ment. At length, to ſilence thee, be this our Anſwer ; 


Whence thou art, we know not: that thy Extraction 


may be French, we are induced to conjecture by that 
Glimmering. of thy Sentiments, which faintly dawns on us, 
through the dark Cloud of thy Expreſſions. Thou ha- 


rangueſt molt favourably on the French Nation, and 
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ſpeakeſt evil of the Engiih, whom, with ab b good 


ae in Commerce, with Truth and Sincerity we ho- 
nour and eſteem. But what diſcovers more clearly the 
Perverſeneſs and Iniquity of thy Heart, is, that thou 
_ treateſt the Monarchs of this ſublunary World with the 
utmoſt Indignity ; thoſe ſacred Perſonages, the Sons of 
Heaven, before whom we proſtrate ourſelves with the pro- 
foundeſt Adoration. Thou art not of China. In thy laſt 
Epiſtle thou confeſſedſt thou waſt often deceived. We be- 
lieve thee. But deceive not thyſelf. Great is thy Error, 
if thou harboureſt the leaſt Thought, that the Darkneſs 
in which thou walkeſt can blind our Eyes. We penetrate 
and diſcern thee. Thou art not of China. Thou pretendeſt 
to tell us, that we ſhould expoſtulate with our Friend 4 
Ho on ſome certain Particulars, Whence this Familiarity, 
this Friendſhip with Lien Chi ? We aſſure thee again and 
again, thou art ſtrange to us. Moreover, in the Opening 
of this laſt Epiſtle, thou dealeft in moſt dark and intricate | 
Sentences, which infinitely ſurpaſs our explaining or un- 
Travelling, and prateſt we know not what of Factions, Ca- 
prices, and ſettled Ideas of this and that Nation; in all 
which there is nothing ſettled, marked or deterined'; | 
thou eoncludeft at laſt with an. admirable Deduction 
from theſe unconteſtable Principles, that the Engliſb 
are certainly an incomprehenſible People | Were they 
indeed, what thou here alledgeſt, thou wouldſt in that 
reſpe& much reſemble them: for thou art amazing- 
ly incomprehenſible. May the great Tien illumine thy Un- 
derſtanding, and inform thy Heart. Be no longer en- 
| veloped with the groſs Mantle of Darkneſs ; walk up- 
rightly in the bright Shine of the Day; and array thyſelf in 
the clear and unſpotted Robes of Righteouſneſs and Truth. 
If thou perſevereſt in the Paths of CORE: we thus 
give thee a long Farewell. 


(3) 
LIEN CHI Ge 


TX THEN I firſt peruſed the Letter addreſſed to you 
A by the Man who ſtiles himſelf Xo Ha, Philoſopher 
of China, (of which we have many Copies printed in Eng- 
land) I was exceedingly amazed at the ſtrange Miſrepreſen- 
tations therein delivered of the Engliſh, with reſpe& to 
their Government, Sentiments and Manners. I was no 
leſs ſurpriſed that none of our learned Countrymen, emi- 
nent for their Abilities and ſuperior Endowments, had 
conſidered this Paper in a proper Light, or endeavoured 
to confront ſuch notorious Falſities. I could not other- 
wiſe account for their Silence, than that they eſteemed the 
Forgeries too proſs and palpable to have the Power of II- 
lufion, and conſequently unworthy an Attempt to expoſe 
them. Yet, Lien Chi, as ſome of the Particulars, in 
which he has laboured to impoſe on you, may poſſibly 
eſcape the Knowledge of a People ſo remote in Situation, 
though curious in their Enquiries, penetrative in their Ob- 
ſervations, and ſagacious in their Judgments, I was de- 
rermin'd myſelf to take the Matter in hand, with an 
honeſt Deſign to undeceive the Chineſe, and vindicate my 
own Country. That this Correſpondent of yours is an 
Impoſtor, that he is no Offspring of China, on the firſt 
View of his Epiſtle, ſurpaſſes all doubt. Where is the . 
Chineſe Learning? Where the Penetration and Sagacity? _ 
Or what Traces has he given of the Philoſophy with which 
he inveſts himſelf ? Theſe Queſtions he himſelf very fully 
and ſatisfactorily anſwers in that Part of his Letter where 
he tells you, Tou wilt attribute this ridiculous Acconnt to: 
my Ignorance of the Language or Manners of the Country ; 
in Truth, I am not Maſter of either. A frank Confeſſion- 
this! and perhaps the only Truth in his whole Epiſtle ; 


except where he conſeſſeth, himſelf, how often he is in 8 I 
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an Error. But herein he effectually proves himſelf a 
moſt truly experienced and qualified Perſon to acquaint 


you with the Government, Sentiments, and Manners of 
our Hation. To this ingenuous Account of himſelf he 
ſubjoins: But I #now the N of the French, I 


make not the leaſt Queſtion of it; nor wonder that he 


| ſhould read that Language, in which he undoubtedly 


liſped and prattled when a Babe, and can now exerciſe 
with a Volubility peculiar to his Country. But that he 
writes with French Fluency, is not ſo clear: though that 
indeed may be ftudied and contrived, a mere Diſguiſe, 
and the Reſult of Artiface, If otherwiſe, he has profited | 


but little in the Schools. —Yet his Language is by 


no means of the Country he aſſumes: it breathes 


nothing of your Spirit; it is as diſſonant from the 


eaſtern Sublimity, as from the Alertneſs and Vivacity of 
that Nation who have been ſo obliging to lend him to us. 
Indeed 1 wiſh he was the only Inſtance of their Favour in 
this Particular. They have done us the great Honour of 
conſtantly ſupplying us with ſuch a profuſe Exuberance of 
their Countrymen, that one would be induced to think. 
ithey had half evacuated their Country. a 
We ſhall in the next Place examine your Correſpondent's 


:Sentiments ; which moſt ſtrongly evince to us his French Ex- 
traction. And here, in that moſt curious and admirable 
Opening of his Epiſtle, he has, in comparing the French 
and Engliſh, with reſpect to their Ideas, Prejudices, Ca- 
prices, Liberties, AM. (as far as can be deduced from ſuch 


perſpicuous Language) turn'd the Scale entirely in favour 


of the former. He then takes leave of his Countrymen, 


and proceeds through the Remainder with wonderful 


'Eloquence to deride and miſrepreſent the whole Engliſb 


Nation, their grand Aſſembly, their Nobility, their firſt 


Officers of the Court, and Magiſtrates of the City. Nor 
indeed (which you muſt perceive with the utmoſt Indigna - 
tion) hath he ſpared even Majeſty itſelf; of whoſe Sacred- 


neſs your Nation has the moſt exalted Ideas; intimating 


the Impotency of our Monarch's Sceptre; nay, the utter 
Annihilation of his ſovereign Authority, = 


But 


| (2) 

But by the way, (en 1 4 Morfexr) let us juſt ob- 
ſerve the high Compliment he pays his Countrymen in the 
Love they bear their Sovereign. In France they have a 
high Motion of their King, they will flab him, but they will 
not hate him. This implies, that they will love him ; as 
appears from the ſtrange Contraſt he gives afterwards of the 
Engliſhman ; That be y or hates his King once or twice in 
2 a Winter, a e. that for no other Reaſon but becauſe he loves 
or hates the Miniſtry in being. Wonderful loye indeed, to 
murder it's Object af ce confeſs that there are abundant In- 
ſtances in Hiſtory, where the Lover has perpetrated ſuch 
| horrid Cruelty, But here the different Sexes have been 

concern d; when the fierce Paſſion of the Inamoured has 
 beenggally enflamed into the moſt deſperate Jealouſy, and 
' inhumanly maſſacred the very Idol of his Soul, left his Ri- 
val ſhould poſſeſs himſelf of her Charms. This is hi ghly il- 
luſtrated in a dramatic Compoſition of an inimitable Bard 
of our Country; where a ſanguine Man, wrought to an ex- 
tatic Jealouſy of the Wife of his Boſom, on. the point of 


committing the moſt e Me thus e 
Kimſelf; 


T wil all thee, we hive thee e 


This is the ungovern'd and inordinate Paſſion of a too 
fatally paſſionate Lover. The Love of a Subject to his So- 
vereign is of a different Nature, and muſt proceed from 
the Opinion of him, as a Father of his Country; (that 
illuſtrious Title which your Emperors, Lien Chi, have 
ever honourably afſumed.)—It is a-rational Affection, not 
conſtitutional Paſſion,—Bur I fear I have treſpaſſed too 
much on your Patience. Juſt give me leave to explain to 
you, as briefly as I can, ſome of the Miſrepreſentations he 
has given you of the Engh/b. Firſt then he ſays, I be- 
lieved a Miniſtry would ſoon be named, was, I thoxght that 
in a Country, where the whole real B uſineſs of their. General 
Aſſembly was to chooſe Miniſters, they could never be without. 
And in the Sequel of his Epiſtle he adds, That the King 


I has no more te do with the Choice f his Minifiry, than = "i 
with  _ 


. 


irh that of our ſerene Emperor. Truly I know not bow that © 


is. This. Aſſertion is an arrant Falſity: for, believe me, 


our General Aſſembly has not the leaſt Concern in the 


Choice of a Miniſtry, Our Monarch has as abſolute a 
Command in that reſpect as Jour auguſt Emperor. He 
0 


proceeds to acquaint you of ſome certain Enquiries that 
were to be made in this Aſſembly; which were (as by the 
ſcanty Knowledge he has of our Language, appear d) who was 
fit to be Miniſter. Here he pretends a ſcanty Knowledge 
of our Language; of which yet, in another Place {as we 
before obſerved) he confeſſes an Ignorance, Well, Lien 


Chi, theſe Enquiries were really (what he diſguiſes at firſt, 


but acknowledges afterwards) concerning the Loſs of the 


Iſland of Minorca ; and juſtly informs you the delig;quent 


Admiral was condemned and ſuffered Death. Xo Ho 
ſays, acquitted, condemn'd, and put to Death. This is al! 
Fallacy | he deceives you notoriouſly, and reflects moſt 


injuriouſly on the Lenity of the Judges, who after the 


moſt fair and impartial Trial, blending Mercy with Juſtice, 
while they acquitted him of one Part of his Charge, pro- 
nounced him guilty of another. He then informs you of 
the Tria's of ſome Officers of State on the ſame important 
Occaſion ; and after having told you they were-acquitted, 
inſinuates Partiality in their Judges; ſuch Inſinuations 
ere too frequent in all judicial Cafes; but Judges muſt 
emember that they are accountable to God and their Con- 
e But what is very extraordinary, he obſerves that 


the Faction who were in the Mature of Jud ges, would only 


try Fats ; and even if they could have puniſhed Fats, ſbew- 

ed they were not unmerciful. 1 have no Idea of ſuppoſing 
the puniſhing of Facts, where the Perſons eſcape. This 
Suppoſition is highly. abſurd, myſterious, and incompre- 
henfible. In the ſame Paragraph of the Trials he adds, 


that juſt as they began, the new Head of the Admiralty for- 


got to male his Bow to the King; upon which he and all his 


Friends were diſplaced. Thou wilt eaſily conceive that 


0 a' Noble of England could not forget a ceremonial Re- 
"ſpect of this Kind to his Prince; though perhaps our 
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Flexors may not be ſo ſupple, our Vertebræ not ſo 
voluble and pliant as thoſe of the French; yet we. are not 


entirely unacquainted with the Curve (that Line of Beauty, 


as an ingenious Author of our Nation obſerves] but that we 


can deſcribe it aptly in all Points of Ceremony, particu- 


larly in Acts of Obeiſance to our Monarch. But he mea- 


ſurcs not the Affections of his Subjects by their exterior 
Deportment : he aſks only the Homage of their Hearts. 
Your Correſpondent, Lien Chi, is not yet ſatisfied; he 


muſt throw out ſome further Refle&tions on Majeſty. 


Their King (ſays he) who dimifſed a whole Miniſtry, becauſe 


one of them did not humble himſelf enough before the Throne, 
is gone into the Country without knowing who are to be hit 


Miniſters — How ! how | wilt thou cry; their Monarch left 


bis Capital without appointing a Miniſtry | For what ir he 
gone into the Country ? To viſit his Provinces ? To diftribute | 
Juice? To muſter his Army ?—Alas | alas! dear Lien 


Chi, England is nat China. | | 

| Theſe Reflections are highly iniquitous : He left indeed 
his Capital; but, (as your Correſpondent obſerves with 
an Air of Ridicule) he went not far into the Country ; not 


| farther than your auguſt Emperors, when they are wont to 


remove to their Pleaſure-houſe near Peking, to retire abſo- 


lutely from Buſineſs ——But our Liege retires not to his 
Palace at Kenſington on that Account: it is no Receſs 


from Buſineſs. He is as acceſſible there to his Subjects as 
in the Metropolis; tranſacts the important Concerns of 


the Nation, and attends to the Diſtribution of Juſtice, as 


at other Seaſons of the Year. As to the muſtering of his 
Army, he has the ſelf- ſame Opportunities of attending it 
from thence; and to his immortal Honour he has often 
demonſtrated, by unconteſtable Experience, that he can 


not only muſter, but command his Army with a truly un- 
daunted and princely Courage. REG 


Atſter theſe Reflections on ſo glorious a Monarch, after 
various Invectives againſt his Nobility, and Grand Coun- 
cils, you will be the leſs ſurprized at your Monſieur's Ri- 


dicule of the firſt Magiſtrates of our Metropolis. He 


GC tells 
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 neath them to follow, Doff thou comprehend this ? \ 


and as diſcerning of Merit (as far as we are yet acquaint, 
ed) as any in the known World, have conferred their 
ampleſt Teſtimony of their Senſe of Public Virtue on 


giance to their Sovereign, and Love of their Country. 
They conferred it by preſenting them with the' Freedom 


Emperor preſents the Seals of the Empire to Men of Emi- 
nence and Diſtinction. Is it to be imagined that Stateſmen, 


with the bare Power of exerciſing the Employ of a Me- 
chanic? No, it was the higheſt Honour our ha 
could beſtow on ſuch exalted Merit. 

Theſe are the Facts your French Correſpondent has au- 
daciouſly advanced. I hope we have anſwered them 
ſomewhat to your Satisfaction, and that the Antidote will 
py over the Poiſon, There are many other Points in 


be wav'd for the preſent. I ſhall make no further Apolo- 
gies for the Tediouſneſs of this Epiſtle (though you com- 
plain of Monſieur's Prolixity) as I know the Chinęſe are 
ever cordially intereſted in the Cauſe of Truth. — 
= / Farewell, 


Given at London, * U Day of the fxth Moon, in the 
Year One thouſand Seven hundred and Fifty-ſeven of the 
a Era. 
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tells you „that the chief Men of the Capital have beſtowed 
Sigh Honours on the third Faction (as he terms them) for 
being diſmiſſed from the Government ; and the Honours 


they have beſtowed are a Permiſſion to exerciſe a Trade, 


- which the Perſon ſo diſtinguiſhed would think exceedingly be- ; 


I am ſincerely of opinion you cannot but comprehend it. 
Theſe chief Men of our Capital, as opulent, as powerful, 


two. illuſtrious Perſonages late in the Miniſtry, who 
were Men renown'd for their Underſtanding, Alle- 


of the r e in gold Boxes, like thoſe in which your 
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engaged in ſo high Offices, could think themſelves honour d 


is Epiſtle which deſerve our Animadverſion, but they ſhall 
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